BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Draft Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 12th August, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
R Taylor (Vice Chair in the Chair)


Mrs J Cartwright


P Cousins


D Dempsey


D Drury


R Lester

R Lindsay

Also Present:

D Blackburn (Clerk)


Councillor Taylor opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C62/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Guttridge and County Councillor Mrs J Antill.
C63/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
The Clerk recorded non-pecuniary interests in respect of Councillors Taylor and Lester by reason of them being members of the Sportsfield Management Committee and Kings Pightle Trust.

;
C64/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C65/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 8th July, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C66/13/14
POLICE REPORT

There was no report on this occasion. 

C67/13/14   SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL

There was no report on this occasion.
C68/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL
Councillor Keane provided an update on the integration between Babergh and Mid Suffolk District Councils.
C69/13/14   COMPLETION OF SKATE PARK AND PROPOSED OPENING EVENT
Councillor Taylor reported that the build phase of the Skate Park had been completed and a RoSPA inspection had shown that it complied with the requisite safety standards. The completion of the Skate Park at Coronation Playground was welcomed by all Members of the Parish Council. Arrangements were discussed to encourage responsible use of the facility following the receipt of a letter from a local resident. Preparations for the formal opening were considered. A notice was being made to commemorate the opening of the Skate Park and recognise the financial contributions made by a number of parties which had enabled the Skate Park to be provided. 
It was AGREED: 
a. That the date and time of the formal opening of the Skate Park be finalised following consultation with a representative of the Skate Park Group; and
b. That the formal opening event be open to all local parishioners and the Clerk issues invitations to parties who have provided grant funding and assistance with the project.
C70/13/14
COMMUNITY SPEEDWATCH AND TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES


Councillor Lindsay reported that there had been no progress made regarding the introduction of the traffic calming measures since the last meeting with the County Council.

The Clerk had been informed that the Speeder Gun required re-calibration at an estimated cost of £150.

It was AGREED: 
a. That a position paper be prepared by Councillors Taylor and Lindsay in conjunction with the Clerk with a view to progressing the project at the next meeting;

b. That the Clerk liaises with County Councillor J Antill over this matter; and
c. That Hitcham or Great Finborough Community Speedwatch Teams be invited to pay the costs of re-calibrating the Speeder Gun for the current year.
C71/13/14 
KINGS PIGHTLE PARK UPDATE

Councillor Lester provided an update on the Bird Hide Project. 
C72/13/14    SPORTSFIELD

Councillor Drury reported that there would be a meeting of the Sportsfield Management Committee held later that week to agree with users the hire charges for the ensuing year.
C73/13/14   CLERK’S REPORT AND MATTERS CONSIDERED AT A PREVIOUS MEETING
The process to be adopted regarding the selection of a new Clock Winder was considered.  


A request had been received from a local parishioner for the provision of a litter bin at the junction of High Street and Ipswich Road. A letter had been received from a local resident concerning disturbances caused by participants in the Dunwich Dynamos Cycle Ride who had stopped off in the village during the early hours of Sunday, 21st July, 2013.

It was AGREED: 
a. That Councillors Taylor and Cousins be authorised to make the appointment of a Clock Winder on behalf of the Parish Council and the Clerk be requested to investigate the Council’s insurance position regarding the role.

a. That the provision of a litter bin at the junction of High Street and Ipswich Road be approved; and
b. That the Parish Council registers its concerns with the organisers of the Dunwiich Dynamos Cycle Ride and raises the matter with the Police (and the matter be further considered as an agenda item at the February meeting of the Parish Council).

C74/13/14  
PARISH COUNCIL VACANCY

The Clerk reported that there had been no request received by the Returning Officer to hold a by-election in respect of the casual vacancy arising from the resignation of Councillor Neville Tye. Hence, the Parish Council was able to fill the vacancy by co-option.


It was AGREED: That the vacancy be filled by co-option after the holiday period.
C75/13/14
MATTERS RAISED AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Councillor Drury and the Clerk referred to further communications with the District Council and Orbit Homes regarding the sale of properties on Rotheram Road and the maintenance of gardens of properties whilst they were unoccupied. The Clerk was asked to write to Orbit Homes regarding these matters to formally record the Parish Council’s views.

The Clerk undertook to pursue the matter raised at the previous meeting regarding overgrowth near the garages on Brookfield Road.
C76/13/14    FINANCIAL UPDATE

The Council gave formal consideration to the report of the External Auditor. The Council’s Accounts for 2012/13 were all in order. However, there had been a note made that historical records regarding the date and cost of acquisition of assets were not properly recorded in the Fixed Asset Register. Councillor Lester indicated that some information might be compiled from previous files to address this issue. The notice of completion of audit had been placed by the Clerk on the Parish Noticeboard. 

Details of proposed payments required since the last meeting were submitted. Income had been received from various parties towards the cost of the Skate Park. It was noted that because of grant funding secured by the Parish Council and Skate Park Group, the Parish Council’s contribution to the Skate Park would be £5,000.

It was AGREED: 
a. That the external auditor’s report be received and actions be taken, so far as practicable, to update the Asset Register;
b. That the following payments be authorised:

	Payee


	Description
	Amount
(incl VAT)

	Suffolk County Council
	Street Lighting Project
	£1814.68

	BDO LLP
	External Audit
	£120.00

	Broker Network Ltd
	Skate Park Insurance
	£173.67

	David Blackburn
	Clerk and RFO’s Pay
	£169.80

	Kings Pightle Trust
	Grant
	£145.00

	Simply Mail Solutions
	ICT Domain and Intranet
	£222.60

	1skateparks
	Skate Park – Part Invoice less 5% retention
	£46,300.00

	HMRC
	Deductions from Staff Pay
	£226.40


c. That funds be transferred from Barclays Bank to Unity Trust Bank as necessary to enable payment to be made “1skate parks” for the Skate Park; and

d. That it be noted that the following income had been received since the previous meeting:
	Payee


	Description
	Amount


	Catalyst Charitable Trust
	Skate Park Donations
	£2,000.00

	SEH Property & Administration
	
	£1,000.00

	Shadwell Estates
	
	£1,000.00

	Innovate 3 Ltd
	
	£250.00

	Taylor Made Joinery
	
	£1,000.00


C77/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation


There had been no new applications received since the previous meeting.


Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council



There had been no planning applications determined since the previous meeting.

C78/13/14    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Councillor Lester referred to a report he had received about the dangers caused by parked vehicles near the junction of Sqirrell’s Mill Road and the High Street for vehicles exiting Wattisham Road. The Clerk would report this to the Police.
Councillor Taylor reported upon contact details for the Parish Council in respect of the sign at the Coronation Playground. An 0843 number could be set up free of charge and would cost callers just 5p per minute to use. The Council supported the proposal.

It was noted that this would be the last Parish Council meeting which would be attended by Councillor Mrs J Cartwright although she would remain in office for a short period to enable her to complete her involvement in an important outstanding matter of Parish Council business. Councillor Taylor paid tribute to Councillor Mrs J Cartwright for her dedicated service to the community and her “hands on” approach to tackling community issues during her term of office as Chair of the Parish Council in 2012/13. A bouquet of flowers was presented to Councillor Mrs J Cartwright on behalf of all Members of the Parish Council.

. 
C79/13/14    PUBLIC SESSION


There were no matters raised.

C80/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C81/13/14
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS


Councillors Cousins and Dempsey provided an update on further legal advice received concerning a parishioner’s estate. 

The meeting closed at 9.47pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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